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Tu Editor of Mr. Toplady's Works, speaking of this Sermon, says, 
« [t contains a sensible and judicious review of the constituent prin- 
ciples of the Church of England, related with plainness and perspi- 
cuity, insomuch, that all the sophistry and cunning of her adversaries 
can never overturn. He has here, as in that masterly production 
entitled, © A Careat against Unsound Doctrines, as well as in his tract, 
* The Church of England Vindicated, for ever silenced, at the bar of 
equity, those characters, who would wish to Arminianize the public 
Standards of our National Church, and bring us back to Popery and 


Pelaginism. 


We admire and revere the character of this truly Reverend Dis- 
penser of the truth, as it is in Jesus, because he was an honest man ; 
there was nothing of mental reserve or equivocation, in his e, 
declarations. At his ordination, he says, he subscribed to the doc- 


trines of the Church, not in order to believe them, but he believed 


them, therefore he subscribed to them. As he then witnessed a good 
conſession, and obtained mercy to be faithful, at that moment he 
gave up what is called the world, so far as he conceived it to inter- 
fere with faith and a good conscience; and he leaves it upon record 
as a public declaration, of his thanks to God, for enabling him to 
esteem the reproach of Christ greater treasure, than all the applause 
of men. and all the preſerments of the church. We venerate the liſe 


of such a christian minister, nor is his memory less 2 to us, 


* for he being dead yet speaketh.” 


SERMON. 
MaTrTiew Iv. 23. 


And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching i m their 


Synagogues, and preaching the Goopet of the 
Kingdom. 


Ar a time, when the adversaries of Christ, and of 
his Church, are leaving no effort untried to extinguish 
the knowledge of him, and to accomplish the demo- 
lition of that; at a time, when the insidious and the 
daring are on full scent after every measure, which 
art can suggest, or insolence avow, to subvert an 
establishment built on the foundation of the propliets 
and apostles, having Jesus Christ himself. for its chief 
corner-stone; it eminently belioves those, whom Pro- 
vidence hath stationed as watchmen upon the walls 
of Sion, to sound the needful alarm, and to put God's 
professing people on their guard, lest, being led away 
with the error of the wicked, they fall from their own 
stedfastness. 

With a view to drive a nail in the ark; and to 
shew my willingness at least, to contribute something, 
though ever so little, toward a purpose 80 important; - 
I have, on this public occasion, made choice of the 
words now read: to which I was the rather induced, 
as they naturally open a way for pointing out what 
those doctrines are, or what that gospel of the king- 
dom is, which were taught and preached by him who 
spake as never man spake. | 

The intentional destroyers of our ankionel Church 
profess a mighty veneration for the Scriptures; and 
are perpetually crying out, in the much- prostituted 
words of the celebrated Chillingworth, The Bible, 
the Bible is the religion of Protestants.” It is cer- 
tain, that the Bible ought to be the religion of all Pro- 
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testants: but it is no less certain, that there are some 
Protestants, whose religion has no more concord with 
the Bible, than Belial has with Christ. Witness those 
who assemble for the purpose of smiting their eccle- 
Siastical Parent in the most vital part“. Surely, the 


Bible is not the religion of such Protestants ! If they 


revered the original, would they seek to demolish the 
transcript? If they regarded the fountain, would they 
labour, first, to poison, and then to cut off, the stream? 
I wish, the true cause of their enmity against the vine, 
may not be an hatred of the sacred soil in which it 
grows. They would, perhaps, love the Church bet- 


ter, if the Bible and the Church were less agreed. No 


unprejudiced person will censure this apprehension, 


as hasty and uncharitable, who cons1ders the extreme 
thinness of that partition, by which Socinianism and 


infidelity are divided from each other. 
That the whole chain of doctrines, comprised in 
our public standards as a Church, are perfectly coin- 


cident with that system of religious truths which God 


the Son made the grand subjects of his own personal 
ministry on earth, will, I hope, be sufficiently proved, 
in the course of our present enquiry. Nor do! think, 
that the meditations cven of this reverend and re- 
spectable assembly can be directed into a niore suit- 
able channel, than by briefly reviewing the first prin- 
ciples of the doctrine of Christ fr, as declared and 
asserted by that adorable person in whom are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Permit 


me, therefore, my honoured brethren, to put you in 


remembrance of these things, though, I would wish 


to take for granted, that many of us already know 


them; and that some of us are established in the 
present truth. The articles of the faith once deliver- 
ed to the saints & are not points of idle curiosity, or 
barren speculation; pdt deeply into our com- 

Ibis has a reference to a meeting at the Feather's Tavern in the 


Strana, for the avowed purpose ct setting aside subscription to our estab- 


lushied forms and formularics. 
+ Heb. vi 1. 1 Col. ii. 3. $ Jude 3. 
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fort and holiness as Christians: consequently, they 
cannot be too frequently reviewed, nor too attentively 
Surveyed. Let me likewise intimate, that they can- 
not be pointed out with too much plainness and sin- 
cerity. If trimming and hypocrisy, dupheity and 
adulation, be justly considered as indications both of 
guilt and meanness, even in the common intercourse 
of civil and social life; how much deeper guilt must 
he incur, and what transcendent contempt must he 
deserve, who, from sinister motives of honour, in- 

I : = * ' 
terest, or applause, would dare to temporize in holy 
things, and either maim the body of religious doc- 
trine by a partial display of it, or veil and disguise 
it with the cloud of artificial misrepresentation! He 
that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully : 
for what is the chaff to the wheat, saith the Lord“? 
An inspired prophet hath declared, Cursed be he 
that doth the work of the Lord deceitfully 7. An 
apostle hath said, Do I seek to please men? If I yet 
pleased men, sought to please them at the expence 
of truth, I should not be the servant of Christ 7. 
Jesus Christ himself hath affirmed, Whosoever shall 
be ashamed of me, and of my words, that is, of me 
and of my doctrines, in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him also shall the Son of man be asham- 
ed, that is, him shall the Son of man disown, when he 
cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy an- 
gels d. A denunciation, this, sufficient to make every 

* Jer. xxiii. 28. + Jer. xlvii. 10. t Gal. i. 10. 

§ Mark viii. 38. [ was, formerly, well acquainted with two worthy 
persons in the ministry, who were eminently pious, and extensively use- 
ful. One of these died in 1759, the otber in 1761. I thought, that, 
if ever any men in the world were faithful to the light God had given 
them, these were. And yet, in their last illnesses, they had such a feel- 
ing sight of their past unfaithfulness, as almost reduced them, for a time, 
to despair of salvation. The former of them said, he“ only wished to 
live, that he might have an opportunity of preaching the gospel in a fuller 
manner than he had ever yet done.” 'The latter cried out, in an agony 
of distress, God hides the light of his face from my soul, and is putting 
me to bed in the dark, because, out of a dastardly complaisance to some 


of my hearers, I have hot dwelt enough upon the doctrines of grace, in 
the course of my public ministrations:” instancing, particularly, in the 


doctrine of election; © In which doctrine,'? added he, I now see such 


| 
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minister's ears to tingle, and his heart to tremble !— 
Be it 80, then, that a faithful exhibition of the whole 
counsel of God, so far as he has been pleased to re- 
veal it, may expose his messengers to the risque of 
being deemed unfashionable preachers. I trust, we 
are neither to be © ravished with the whistling,”.nor _ 
frightened by the phantom, of a name. For my own 
part, was it possible for me to preach before the 
whole universe at once, I would make no scruple to 
acknowledge it as my heart's desire and prayer, that 
I may never be ashamed of the gospel of Christ“, 
and that the doctrines of grace may never be out of 
fashion with me, so long as they remain in the Bible. 
I wish to assert the truth, the whole truth, and no- 
thing but the truth; and leave God to take care of 
consequences. 

After what has been premised, it may be superflu- 
ous to add, that the brief hints which ensue, though 
delivered with firmness, and under the strongest con- 
viction of their truth and importrnce, will yet be 
offered with all possible humility; and 1 doubt not 
of their being received with candour: especially, 
since I will venture to be quite confident, that face 
does not answer face in a glass with greater exact- 
ness, than the positive determinations of our ow 


a glory, as I never saw before,” Xet, both were good men, and went 
off comfortably at last; though not until they had been led through a 
tedious, dismal wilderness of keen remorsc and distressing conflicts. A 
death-bed makes even the children of God themselves feel the import- 
ance of divine things, with a force, which they rarely, if ever, feel, until 
then, Such as suppress and keep back any part of Christian doctrine, 
either through tear of men, or to curry the favour of men; and consult 
their own ease, advancement, or reputation, at the cost of truth and of 
souls; have a tremendous valley of pain and horror to pass through, ere 
they reach the Kingdom of heaven. If saved at all, it will be as by fire, 
that is, hi a way of anguish and difficulty. The blood of souls stains deep, 
Well, therefore, might the apostle Paul declare, Wee is me, if I preach 
not the gospel, 1 Cor. ix. 16. Thrice happy are they, who can add, 
with him, Neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I may finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry which [ have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testily the gospel oi the grace of God.—l take you to record, 
this day, that | am pure from the bloed of all men: tor | have not shun- 


ned to declare unto you all the counsel of Od. Acts xx. 24, 26, 27. 
Rom. i. 16. 5 


"= 
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Church correspond to the voice of Scripture, respect- i 


ing the points that follow. 


The object, then, of our present attention is, Wo 


weigh the principles of the Church of England in the 


balance of the sanctuary, by examining, What were 
those doctrines, which the Lord of life and glory 


made it his business to inculcate, during his con- 
tinuance on carth ? 


In elucidating this question, I shall endeavour to 


be us brief as possible: if, however, I should find 
myself unavoidably obliged to trespass on your time, 
beyond the limits which custom ordinarily assigns on 
these occasions, I hope the extent and importance 
of the subject will conciliate your patience, and plead 
my excuse. I begin, 

I. Wich the divine inspiration of the writings of the 
Old Testament. The authenticity of those inestima- 
ble books has received the repeated sanction of 
Christ's unerring attestation. Beginning at Moses 
and all the prophets, he expounded unto. them in 
all the Scriptures the things concerning himself “. 
Those writings he frequently quoted, and to them he 
frequently appealed, as sacred and infallible: All 
things, Said he, must be fulfilled, which were written 
in the law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the 
Psalms, concerning me rf. Thither he directed the 
study of his disciples: Search the Scriptures, for in 
them ye think, and are right in thinking, that ye have 
eternal life; these are they that testify of me . When 
he declares, - that the Scripture cannot be broken 8; 
what is it but to say, The Old Testament is divine: 
the facts it relates, and the doctrines it contains, are 
true: its prophecies are inſallible: and it is easier 
for heaven and earth to pass, than for one tittle of 


the law to fail[?' When tempted in the. wilderness 


of Judea, he foiled the adversary with weapons taken 
from that sacred repository: It it is written J, was 


* Luke xxiv. 27. I lb. v. 44. f John v. 39. § Ib. x. 35. 
Luke xvi. 17. J Matt. iv. 4, 7, 10, 


* 
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his constant reply, and the constant shield whereby 
he extinguished and repelled the fiery darts of the 
wicked one.—In the same night wherein he was be- 
trayed, he acknowledged his power to command the 
attendance of angels for his deliverance : But how 
then, said he, shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that 
thus it must be“? — Seeing, therefore, that all these 
passages relate to the Old Testament only, for they 
were spoken many years before a line of the New 


was written, well may the Church declare , In the 


name of Holy Scripture, we do understand those 
Canonical Books of the Old and New Testament, of 
whose authority was never any doubt in the Church.” 

Our Lord having thus vouchsafed to make the 
Scriptures the source from whence he drew, and the 
rest to which he referred, every article of faith which 
he proposed to mankind; no wonder that he should, 

II. In perfect conformity with that unerring stand- 
ard, assert and teach that grand, fundamental axiom 
of all true reli gion, namely, the unity of the Godhead. 
We find him quoting and setting his seal to those 
words of Moses, Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God 
is one Lord 4. And again, Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve §. Here, 
likewise, the Church of England speaks in exact uni- 
son with her blessed Master: There is but one liv- 
ing and true God; everlasting; without body, parts, 
and passions; of infinite power r,wisdom, and goodness; 
the maker and preserver ot all things both visible'and 
invisible.“ Art. I.—But, though Christ was careful to 
maintain, inviolably, the unity of the divine essence; 
he was no less careful, in the 

IIId. place, to assert a plurality of persons in that 
essence. As to himself, in particular, he expressly 
averred, All things that the Father hath are mine]: 
the same moral attributes; the same natural pertec- 
tions; the same infinity of existence, glory, and power. 


* Matt. xxvi, 54, + Art. I. f Mark xii. 29. & Matt. iv, 10, 
John xvi. 15. | 
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He associates himself with the Father, as governor of 
all things in a way of providence: My Father work- 

eth hitherto, and I work“. Immediately after relat- 
ing which words, the evangelist adds, 'Therefore the 
Jews, in whose hearing this declaration was made, 
sought the more to kill him, because he had said that 
God was his father, making himself equal with God. 
Consequently, either Christ, considered in his supe- 
rior character, must be, truly and properly, a person 
in the divine nature; or we must file an accusation 
against him, as guilty of the blackest impiety in claim- 
ing an equality with the Most High. We must either 
blasphemously degrafle the Saviour of men infinitely 
below the level eve of that proud and presumptuous 
cardinal r, who was deservedly impeached for putting 
himself into co-partnership with his earthly sovereign, 
by writing, in his public letters, The king and I; 
we must either do this, or acknowledge the Messiah 
to be, what most certainly he is, in concert with the 
Father and the sacred Spirit, God over all, blessed 


* John ve 17. 


+ Wolsey. See the Parliamentary Hist. of England, vol. iii. p. 44. 

t Speaks not Arminianism the same audacious language? Does not the 
doctrme of free- will, as commonly understood and received, represent 
man as God's coadjutor, and even as a co- efficient with his Maker? Let 
the two following citations, from a brace of modern free-willers, stand as 
a sample. Thou art courted by Father, Son, and Spirit, thy fellow- 
labourers, for thy good. To glad all heaven, assert, rescue, ennoble, and 
with bliss eternal crown thyself; for, without thee, in the constituted order 
of things, Heaven is unable to do it.” Centaur not Fabul. Let. vi.— The 
well-known author of the preceding quotation, was a person of learning, 
sense, and genius. But the indelicate scribbler of that which follows, unable 
to set his free-will idol on tilts, is forced to let it crawl, in a style as gothic 
as his doctrine. One would almost imagine, that he inherited the ser- 
pent's malediction, Upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat, 
all the days of thy life. He roundly tells us, that, in the conversion of St. 
Paul and others, Ihe Lord did wait for man's compliance and improve- 
ments;“ and that the work of God, upon the human heart, is as much 
dependent, for its efficacy, on the compliance and improvements afore- 
said, as the birth of Isaac was dependent “on Abraham's copulation with 
Sarah.” See Mr. Walter Sellon's libe] on the late Mr. Elisha Coles, 
P+ 224, and P- 227. 0 

To say nothing of the grossness, and even indecency, with which the 
above libeller conveys his ideas; I appeal to every reader, whether Wol- 
sey's mode of expression was not innocent and humble, when compared 
with the Arminian phraseology of God and I? e 
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for ever. When the Jews said to him, For a good 
work we stone thee not, but for blasphemy, and be- 


cause thou, being a man, makest thyself God“; would 
he not have corrected them in a point of such unspeak- 


able moment, if they had really mistaken his meaning? 
Would he not, like Paul and Barnabas at Lystra, have 
disavowed, with horror and indignation, all preten- 
sions to divinity, if he had not, indeed and in truth, 

been divine? Would he, like impious Herod, have 
acquiesced in the su pposed arrogation of Deity, if he 
had not been God and man in one person? But so far 
was he from telling his accusers, that they misappre- 
hended his doctrine, and that he laid no sort of claim 
to the honours of the Godhead ; he, on the contrary, 
confirmed the inference they had drawn, by appealing 
to the miracles he performed: Though ye believe not 
me, believe the works; that ye may know and believe 
that the Father is in me, and I in him. Would he 
have left a positive injunction, that all men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father ; 
if the Son was not equally divine? How would it 
sound, if a lawgiver was to enact, ** That all men 
Should honour the angel Gabriel with the same hon- 
our which they render to God?“ we should tremble 
with horror; we should be overwhelmed with conster- 
nation, at the prodigiousness of such impiety. And 
why? Because the honour due to God is peculiar to 
God, and cannot, without sacrilege, be transferred to 
any inferior being. I conclude, therefore, that, seeing 
the Redeemer ofsinners lays claim to divine honours, 
he is and must be a divine person. If not, the con- 
sequences would be dreadful indeed. From the Arian 
and Socinian hypothesis, that he is, at most, but the 
first and highest of created beings, it would follow, I 
Speak it w ith ] norror, but follow it inevitably would, 

that the Jews did right, in branding him for a blas- 
phemer, and in prosecuting him as an impostor. There 
is no possible medium. Either he was and is what he 


* John x. 33. + John v. 23. 
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professed to be, equal with the Father, as touching 
his Godhead ;” or, he must be deser vedly ranked with 
the most impious and execrable of all human charac- 
ters. If Christ were not very and eternal God, Chris- 
tianity would be the most refined system of idolatry, 
and consequently, the most NS Wb dangerous 
religion under heaven. 
Nothing short of Trinity in dhity could justify the 
commission, which our blessed Lord gave to his apos- 
tles and their successors, to baptize in the name, or 
into the knowledge and worship, of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost*. If the Son of 
God were not God the Son, if the Spirit of God were 
not God the Spirit, the administration of baptism in 
their name would be an act of the highest profane- 
ness and idolatry. The doctrine, therefore, of a 
trinity of persons in the unity of one divine nature, 
is a doctrine of express revelation ; a doctrine of the 
utmost consequence, and which lies at the very root 
and foundation of the Christian system. 
— Ii te omnis domus inclinata recumbit. 
Give up this, and you give up all. The whole of 
Christianity is but an empty name, without it. 
Blessed be God, the faith of our own Church, re- 
specting this capital point, most exactly harmonizes 
with the law and the testimony: for she affirms, that, 
ein unity of this Godhead, there be three persons, of 
one substance, power, and eternity; the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost f.“ And, elsewhere, she thus 
speaks: „That which we believe of the glory of the 
Father, the same we believe of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, without any difference or inequality |.” 
IV. God's everlasting love to his people, and his 
gratuitous election of them to grace and glory, con- 
stituted another branch of that doctrine, which was 
taught and preached by Jesus Christ the righteous. 
He declar ed, in a solemn address to his Father, made 
in the hearing of his disciples, Thou hast loved them 
E ßM.,jtt. xxviii. 19. + Art. 1, t Communion Service. 


1 

| 

|! 
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as thou hast loved me (43). Now, the Father's love 
to Christ was truly and properly eternal. It knew no 
commencement, nor will know a period : for it tol- 
lows, in the very next verse, Thou lovedst me before 
the foundation of the world. Consequently, if the 
Father loved his people as he loved his Son, he must, 
according to our Lord's own words, have loved them 
from everlasting. Hence proceeded his choice and 
appointment of them in Christ to eternal life, as the 
end; and to faith and sanctification, as the means. 
That he has so chosen and appointed them, is evi- 
dent from the express, repeated declarations of Christ 
himself. I thank thee, says he, holy Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes; even so, Father, for so it seemed good in 
thy sight (0). Unto you it is given to know the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heaven; but to them it is not 
given (c). Many are called, but few chosen (d). Shall 
not God avenge his own elect, who cry day and night 
unto him (e)? Rejoice, because your names are writ- - 
ten in heaven(f). To'sit on my right-hand and on my 
left, is not mine to give, except (g) unto those for whom 
it hath been prepared of my Father, I speak not of 
you all: I know whom I have chosen (). There shall 
arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew 
great signs and wonders: insomuch that, if it were 
possible, they should deceive the very elect (i). For 
the elects' sake, whom he hath chosen, he will shorten 
those days (). He shall send his angels, and they 
shall gather together his elect, from the four winds, 
from under one end of heaven to the other (0). Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepar- 
ed for you from the foundation of the world n). On 
which passages, and a multitude of others to the same 
effect, all of which strongly assert a personal and im- 


(a) John xvii. 23. (5) Matt. xi. 25, 26. (c) Ib. xvii. 11. (4) Ib. 
xx. 16. (e) Luke xviii. 7. (J) Ib. x. 20. (g) AAN os UTUPGS G1, 
Matt. xx. 23. (A) John xiii. 18, (7) Matt. xxiv. 24. (&) Ib. xxiv. 22, 
with Mark xiii, 20. (1) Matt, xxiv. 31. (½% Ib. xxv. 35. 
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mutable election; I do not know a more scriptural 
and judicious comment than those words of our 
. own Church: © Predestination to life is the everlast. 
ing purpose of God, whereby, before the foundations 
of the worlds were laid, he hath constantly decreed, 
by his counsel secret to us, to deliver from curse 
and damnation those whom he hath chosen in Christ 
out of mankind, and to bring them, by Christ, to ever- 
lasting salvation, as vessels made to honour(a),” Of 
these © vessels made unto honour,” she declares the 
Church at large to consist: The true Church,” 
says she, is an universal congregation or fellowship 
of God's faithful and elect people (6).” Hence, in 
perfect harmony with Scripture and herself, she prays, 
that God would, © make his chosen people joyful (c);” 
that he would © shortly accomplish the number of his 
elect (d);ꝰ and declares, that Almighty God hath 
knit together his elect, in one communion and fel- 
lowship, in the mystical body of his Son Christ our 
Lord (e).“ Neither doth this blessed doctrine, if taken 
as it is revealed in Scripture, and as it stands from 
thence adopted by the Church, tend, either directly 


or remotely, to the relaxation of human diligence, or 


to the detriment of good works. The apostle hath 
declared, that we are chosen to salvation (/) through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, and 


no otherwise. And the Church, who justly affirms, 
on one hand, that The godly consideration of pre- 
destination, and of our election in Christ, is full of 
sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to Godly 
persons (g); takes care, on the other, to remind her 


children, in the second homily on alms- giving, that it is 


by their obedience unto God that they declare open- 


ly and manifestly, to the sight of men, that they are 

the sons of God, and elect of him unto salvation.” 
V. The covenant of grace and redemption, which 

subsisted between the three divine persons, before all 


(a) Art, 17. () Hom. for Whitsunday, p. 1. (c) Daily 
Service, (d) Funeral Office. (e) Collect for All Saint's Day. 
Y 2 Thess. li. 13. (s) Art. 17. | 


| 
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worlds, in behalf of the Church and people of God, 
held a distinguished place in that scheme of doctrine 
preached by the Lord from heaven. He termed his 
precious blood, the blood of the new covenant (a): be- 
cause he shed it in consequence of his own voluntary 


stipulation with the Father and the Spirit. He told 


his disciples, I covenant a kingdom unto you, as my 
Father covenanted unto me(b). A little before his last 
sufferings, he said, Father, the hour is come (c): the tre- 
mendous, the important hour, agreed and fixed upon, 
when the counsel of peace was between us both. I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me to do(d); and 
which I promised to execute, when J entered into cove- 
nant with thee for the salvation of lost sinners. One of 
the last words, he uttered on the cross, was, It is finish- 
ed (e): I have accomplished all my fœderal engage- 
ments, and completed the designs of grace, for which 
the Lord God and his Spirit sent me (/) intothe world. 
Nor does our excellent establishment lose sight of 
this momentous article. She makes express mention 
of God's © counsel secret to us.” (g) She declares, 
that Christ“ took upon him, or engaged and stipulat- 
ed, to deliver man (%.“ She directs us to © give most 
humbleand hearty thanks to God, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, for the redemption of the world 
by the death of Christ (i);“ because that redemption 
was founded on a previous treaty, in which all the three 
persons were mutually concerned. For, what was the 
covenant of grace, but the concurring will and deter- 
mination of Father, Son, and Spirit, to save sinners by 
(a) Called “ The new Covenant, not in respect of its date (for it is 
truly and properly eternal,) but with respect tothe revelation of it to Adam. 
The covenant of grace, made with Christ before all worlds (Gal. iii. 16. 
2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. i. 2), was not discovered and made known to our first 
parents, until after they had broken the covenant of works; which latter, 
being first revealed, is therefore stiled The Old Covenant. Adverting io 
which important distinetion, that is, with a view not to the manifestation, 
but to the real date of the covenant of redemption, the apostle terms the 
blood of Christ, the blood of the everlasting covenant. Heb. xi. 20. 
(6) Aiceri hn — xabu; Ebel, Luke xxii. 29. (c) John xvii. 1. 


b. xvii. 4, (e) Ib. xix. 30, (F) Isaiah xlvii. 16. (g) Art. 17. 
WV) Te Deum. (7) Communion Service. 
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the intervention of a mediator ? * When the falness of 
time was come, that is, says our Church, the perfec- 
tion and course of years appointed from the beginning, 
then God, according to his former covenant and pro- 
mise, sent a Messiah (a).“ She adds, that © Christ the 
Son of God did, by the appointment of his Father, 
come down from heaven to be wounded for our sakes 
():“ and reminds us, elsewhere, that our“ freedom 
is purchased with the price of the precious blood of 
Jesus Christ, who was ordained to the same purpose 
before the world was made (c).“ The covenant of re- 
demption proceeded on a certain and infallible fore- 
eight of the fall of man, Hence we need not wonder, 

VI. That Christ took care to inculcate the doctrine 
of original sin. He plainly alluded to the event of the 
temptation in paradise, when he termed the instru- 
ment of it aliar, and a murderer from the beginning (d). 

In declaring, that which is born of the flesh is flesh, (e), 
he gives us to understand, that all mankind are, by na- 

ture, destitute of that moral i image of God in which 
their first father was created. He represents this uni- 
versal, hereditary corruption of the human race as the 
source from whence every actual sin proceeds: from 
within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, 
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 
foolishness ; all these evil things come from within, 


and defile the man (J). Well, therefore, might he 
observe to Nicodemus, Marvel not that I said unto 
thee, ye must be born again; for, except a man be 


born again, born from above, inwardly and outward] 

renewed by the supernatural power of the blessed 
Spirit, whose purifying agency resembles that of water, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God (g); he can neither 
be a subject of the kingdom of grace here, nor have a 
part and lot in the kingdom of glory hereafter. War- 


(a) Homily on the Nativity | b) Second Hom, on the Passion. 
(c) Hom. on the Resurrection. ( oe viii. 44, (e) Ib. ü. G. 
(/) Mark vii. 21-23, () John iii. 3, 5, 7 - 
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ranted by these express and solemn asseverations of 
Christ, the Church affirms that, original, or birth- 
sin, is the fault and corruption of the nature of every 
man who naturally is engendered of the offspring of 
Adam; whereby man is Tqudm longissimè] gone as 
far as possible from original righteousness, and is of 
his own nature inclined to evil*.” So in the first part 
of the homily for Whitsunday, she draws this double 
portrait of man in the state of nature, and of man in 
a stale of grace: © Man of his own nature is fleshly 
and carnal, corrupt and naught, sinful and disobe- 
dient to God; without any spark of goodness in him, 
without any virtuous or godly motion, only given to 
evil thoughts and wicked deeds. As for the works of 
the Spirit, the fruits of faith, charitable and godly mo- 
tions; if he have any at all in him, they proceed only 
of the Holy Ghost, who is the only worker of our sanc- 
tification, and maketh us new men in Christ Jesus. 
Such is the power of the Holy Ghost to regenerate 
men, and, as it were, to bring them forth anew; so that 
they shall be nothing like the men they were before.” 

VII. Pardon of sin by the sacrifice of himself, and 
by the atonement of his own propitiatory sufferings 
and death, was another of those truths which he taught 
and preached. 

Prior to Adam's Fall, the _ insisted only on a sin- 
less, persevering obedience, as the term and condition 
of our ultimate salvation. But, man being fallen, the 
law steps in with another demand on us, a demand 
super-added to the former; namely, that we suffer 
that penalty, which the broken covenant of works de- 
nounces against every one who continueth not in all 
things that are written in the book of the law to do 


them. From this penalty, nothing could exempt us, 


but the substitution of Jesus Christ to bear it in our 

stead. And, blessed be the riches of his grace, he, who 

knew no sin, was made sin, a sin-bearer and a sin-of- 

ſering, for us; that we might be made the righteous- 
* Art.9. 
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ness of God in him. He hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, by his own blood, being made a curse 
for us. Hence, he averred, that his blood was shed for 
many, for the remission of sins“; and that the son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life, a, a substitutionary ransom 
for many . In exactly the same point of view does 

the Church consider the nature and efficacy of his aton- 
ing blood © He came,” says our fifteenth Article, © to 
be the Lamb without spot, who, by sacrifice of bimself 
once made, should take away the sius of the world.” She 
testifies, that God gave his only Son to be unto us a sa- 
erifice for sin, as well as“ an example of godly litet; * 
and, treating professedly of the perfect redemption,” 
accomplished by his most precious death, avers, that 
© there is no other satisfaction for sin, but that aloney, 7 
VIIL The justification of sinners by his own im- 
puted righteousness, is, likewise, a doctrine which 
Jesus taught. Justification is that gracious act of God, 
by which he reckons and esteems a person perfectly 
righteous, and finally rewards him as such. Now, God, 
whose judgment is always according to truth ||, cart 
never deem any man perfectly righteous, who is not, 
| in some way or other, possessed of a perfect righte- 
ousness. But, all mankind being tainted with original 
| defilement, which even the grace of regeneration does 
not fully exterminate during the present life; since, in 
our native state, we are totally sinful, and, in our re- 


man is, in himself, completely righteous. As, there- 
fore, forgiveness of sin can only flow to us through 
the channel of Christ's imputed sufferings; so, justifi- 
cation, or acceptance with God, can only flow to us 

through the chaunel of Christ's imputed obedience. 
By imputation, I mean God's graciously placing 
that to our account, which we did not personally do. 
Whoever denies the unputation of Christ's sufferings 
* Matt, xxvi 28. + Ih. xx. 29. 1 ene for the 
second Sunday after Easter. 8 Art. 31. e Rom. ii. 2. 
e BY 


newed state, sanctified but in part; it follows, that no 
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to us men, is a Socinian, in the essential import of the 
word. And whoever denies the imputation of Christ's 
own personal obedience, must, to be consistent, deny 
the imputation of Christ's own personal sufferings. 
You must admit the imputation of both, or you vir- 
tually disallow the imputation of either: for, if it be 
deemed unreasonable, that God should justify sinners 
by a righteousness which they themselves did not per- 
form; what will become of that doctrine, which at- 
firms, that sinners are pardoned through a ransom 
which they themselves did not pay, and by a death 
which they themselves did not undergo? Explode, 
therefore, the imputation of Christ's righteousness, 
and we are, that instant, in the very gall of Socinianism: 
for the atonement itself stands on one and the same 
basis with the other. The language of the moral law is 
inflexibly this: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, 
with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, and with all 
thy strength; and thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. Do this, and live: but, if thou sin, thou diest. 
Obey me perfectly, and I pronounce thee justitied : 
break me in any one point, and I pronounce you con- 
demned as guilty of all.” But where is the man, Christ 
only excepted, who ever did love God with all his 
heart and strength? where is the person who practi- 
cally loves his neighbour as himself, and who has ne- 
ver broke the law so muchas in one point? Conse- 
quently, not a single descendent from Adam can be 
justiſied by his on obedience to the moral law. We 
must, if justified at all, be cloathed, by imputation, with 
the obedience of him who alone, strictly speaking, ful- 
filled all righteousness; or yielded such a conſormity 
to the law, as was perfect in all its parts, and perfect 
in the highest degree. Hence he directs us to seek 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness“: the 
kingdom of God the Son, as our portion, and an in- 
terest in the rightcousness of God the Son, as the pro- 
curing cause of it. He shewed the utter impossibility 
of being Justified by human works, and the an 
* Mart. vi. 33. , 
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necessity of our being cloathed with a better righte- 


ousness than our own, in those parts of his sermon on 


the Mount, wherein he explained the spirituality and 


extent of the moral law. By declaring, that causeless 


and immoderate anger are murder (a), in the estimation 
of God; that mere concupiscence is adultery, in the 
eye of uncreated purity; and that even to speak a con- 
temptuous word to our neighbour, brings us, aceord- 
ing to the strict tenor of God's perfect law, in danger 
of hell- fire (5); he gives us to understand, that by the 
deeds of the law no flesh living can be justified. When 


our Lord speaks of that wedding garment (e), bywhich 
uwe have free access unto the Father; and of that best 


robe (d), in which his repenting people stand faultless 
before the throne; he means, I dare belieye, that righ- 
teousness of God incarnate, which is to all and upon 


all them that believe (e). Very express is the decision 


of the Church, concerning this essential branch of 
Christian doctrine: We are accounted righteous 


| before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Sa- 


viour Jesus Christ, by faith; and not for our own 
works or deservings (). She lays it down as a most 


certain truth, that God made his blessed Son obe- 
dient to the la for man (g). She quotes, and adopts, 


thatremark of St. Basil, that * Paul gloried in the con- 
tempt of his own righteousness, and that he looked for 


the righteousness of God by faith ().“ Nay, she af- 


firms, in so many words, that Christ is now the righ- 


teousness of all them who truly believe in him, He 


for them paid their ransom, by his death; he for them 
fulfilled the law, in his life; so that now, in him aud 
by him, every true Christian man may be called a ful- 
filler of the law (i).“ Supported by such positive evi- 
dence, I will venture to pronounce, that the man, who 


denies justification by the imputed righteousness of 


Christ, is, in the strictest acceptation of the term, a dis- 


(a) Matt. v. 21, 22, 27, 28. (5) Ib. v. 22. (c) Ib. xxii. 11, 12. 


(aq) Luke xv. 22. (e) Rom. iii. 22. (J) Art. 41. (g) Coll. 


for the Cixcume, () Hom, of Salvat. Part 2. (i) Ib, Part 1. 
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enter from the Church of England. Every real mem- 


ber of that Church will and does adopt that usual say- 


ing of one of its brightest ornaments, © Had I all the 


faith of the patr archs, all the zeal of the prophets, all 
the good works of the apostles, all the holy sufferings 


of the martyrs, and all the glowing devotion of the se- 


raphs; I would disclaim the whole, in point of depen- 
dance, and count all butdross and dung, when compar- 
ed with the infinite] y precious death and the infinitely 
meritorious righteousness of Jesus Christ my Lord.“ 
IX. The doctrine of effectual vocation and conver- 
sion by the influence of insuperable grace, stands high 
on the list of the doctrines taught by Christ, All that 
the Father giveth me shall come to me*, or be made 
to believe in me, to the saving of their souls. The 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead, the dead in 
sin, shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and, hear- 
ing, they shall live f: live to God below, and live with 
God, when their spirits return to him that gave them. 

Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold, who are 
not within the pale of J udaism ; them also I must bring, 

and they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one 
flock and one shepherd J. To the same effect Speaks 
the Church: © Wherefore they that be indued with 
$0 excellent a benefit of God, be called, according to 
God's purpose, by his Spirit working in due seasony\.” 
Nor can any thing be more truly apostolical, than that 
solemu caveat, which she enters against the imaginary 
powers of free-will, in the first part of the homily con- 
cerning repentance : ** Even so must we beware and 
take heed, that we do in-no wise think in our hearts, 
imagine, or believe, that we are able to repent aright, 


or to turn efjectually unto the Lord, by our own might 


and strength. For this must be verified in all men, 


without me ye can do nothing. Again, of ourselves 


we are not able so much as to think a good thought. 
And, in another place, it is God that worketh in us 
both the will and the deed. For this cause, althougt: 


John vi. 37. + Ibid. v. 25. xa 64 axeonzl; Cneoiſas. 
1 John x. 16. § Art, 17, 
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Jeremy had said before, If thou return, O Israel, re- 
turn unto me, saith the Lord; yet, afterwards, he 
saith, Turn thou me, O Lord, and I shall be turned, 
for thou art the Lord my God. And therefore that 
antient writer and holy Father Ambrose, doth plainly 
athrm, that the turning of the heart unto God is of 
God : as the Lord himself doth testify by his prophet, 
saying, And I will give thee an heart to know me, 
that I am the Lord; and they shall be my people, and 
I will be their God: for they shall return to me, with 
their whole heart.“ —In her public addresses to God, 
the Church acknowledges, that it is from him All 
holy desires, all good counsels, and all j just works, do 
proceed *; and "that. it is he. Who maketh us both 
to will and to do those things that be good and Nee 
able to bis divine majesty F.” 

Inseparable from the grace of effectual calling, are, 

X. The sanctifying agency and constant inhabitation 
of the holy Spirit in the hearts of them that believe. 

Cyrus is reported to have said to Crœsus, The 
chests, i in which I keep my riches, are the hearts and. 
affections of my people.” With still greater truth 
may it, be said, that the souls of the regenerate are the 
repositories, in which God lays up the riches of his 
grace. His best treasure is in the hearts of his peo- 
ple: for there himself resides. If I depart, said Christ, 
I will send the Comforter unto you: and when he is 
come, he will eonvince the world, that is, the elect, be- 
lieving world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment F. He convinces of sin, by making his people sen- 
sible of their native unbelief and total | sinfulness, He 
convinees of righteousness, by pointing out to their 
view, and leading them to rely upon that vicarious 
obedience of one, even of Christ, through the imputa- 
tion of which, many are made righteous\ before God. 
He convinces of judgment, by turning the soul from 
dead works, to serve the living and true God. Satan 
is, as it were, brought to the bar, judged, found guilty 


* Daily Evening Service, + Confirmation Office, 
+ John xvi. 8. § Kom. v. 19, 5 
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of usurpation, and deposed* from the throne of the 


converted sinner's heart; who, from thenceforward, 
is enabled to live, not to himself, but to the, glory of 


that Saviour who died for him and rose again. 


Nor does the blessed Spirit cease to dwell in those 


who are born again of him. I will pray the Father, 
and he will give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 


neither knoweth him ; but ye know him, for he dwell- 


eth with you, and shall be in youf. + Nor must we con- 
sider this promise as peculiar to the apostles : for the 


gracious promiser declares, He that believeth on me 


as the Scripture hath said, out of his heart shall flow 
rivers of living water ; his consolations shall abound, 
and the overflowing streams of practical godliness 
shall enrich and adorn the whole of his conversation; 
this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe 
on him should receive}. : N 
This divine influence, its intrinsic efficacy, and prac- 
tical effects, are strongly recognized by our national 
Church. She teaches us to pray, that“ we. being re- 
generate, and made the children of God by adoption 
and grace, may daily be renewed by the holy Spirit;” 
that we may, by the same Spirit, have a right judg- 
ment in all things, and evermore rejoice in his holy 
comfort d.“ She describes godly persons“ to be such 
as * feel in themselves the working of the Spirit of 
Christ, mortifying the deeds of the flesh, and drawing 
up their minds to high and heavenly things.“ She 
avers, that, by the blessed Spirit of God,“ the whole 
body of the Church is governed and sanctified N;“ and 
* When king Richard II. was deposed by parliament, and the crown 
adjudged to the duke of Lancaster, what was the consequence? The vas 


tion were convinced of judgment: that is, convinced of the judgment, or 
sentence of deprivation, which had passed on the former king; and that 


their allegiance was, from thenceforward, transferred to another sovereign. 


uch such a revolution, spiritually speaking, ensues in the hearts and lives 
cf those, who, by the energy of renewing grace, are turned from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 

+ John xiv. 16, 17. f John vii. 38, 39. 5 Coll. for Christmas 
Day, and for Whitsunday, . || Art, 17, J Second Coll, for 
(oodeFriday, © e 
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adopts this acknowledgement for her own,,** No man 
can know thy pleasure, except thou givest wisdom, 
and sendest thy holy Spirit from above. Send him 


down, therefore, from the holy heavens, and from 
the throne of thy majesty, that he may be with me, 


and labour with me, that so I may know what is ac- 
ceptable before thee*.” From this government and 
sanctification of the holy Spirit, proceeds, 

XI. That never- failing stream of good works, which 


Christ so constantly entorced, and which all true be- 


lievers are so careful to maintain. Every good tree, 

says our Lord, every soul made good by the grace of 
God, bringeth forta good fruit f. Ve are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever! command you. — He that hath 


my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 


loveth med. Nor does the Church speak a different 
language: © Here is now that glass, wherein thou must 
behold thyself, and discern, "whether thou hast the 
Holy Ghost within thee, or the spirit of the flesh. If 
thou see that thy works be yirtuous and good, con- 


sonant to the prescript rule of God's word, savouring 


and tasting, not of the flesh, but of the Spirit; then 
assure thyselt, that thou art endued with the Holy 
Ghost: otherwise, in thinking well of thyself, thou 
dost nothing else but deceive thyself|,” 

XII. That real sanctification and good works « are 


_ crowned with the graee of final perseverance, is most 


expressly taught by Christ. My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me: and I give unto 
them eternal lite, and they shall never perish, neither 
Shall any pluck them out of my hand. My Father, who 
gave them me, is greater than all, and — is able to 
pluck them out of my Father's hand d. As for those 
who fall away from the profession they once made, our 
Lord roundly ascribes it to their having had no root 
in themselves“: they had the appearance of grace, but 


not the truth of grace. Hence he will declare, to those 
on his left hand, Depart from me, ye workers of ini- 


* Hom. for Rogat. Part 3. +. Matt. vii. 17. t John xv. 14. 


$ Ib. xiv. 24. {| Hom, for Whitzunday, Part 1. JJ John x. 87—29., 
* Mark iv. 17. 
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quity ; I never knew you“: whereas, if any of those 
that perish had one, savingly known him, and been 
known by him, they might retort, * Yes, Lord, thou 
didst know us once, and we knew thee, prior to our 
making shipwreck of salvation.” But this will be 1m- 
possible for any of them to say. Consequently, the 
doctrine which affirms the perpetuity of grace, stands 
immoveable on the pillars of infallible truth. No 
wonder, then, that the Church should assert, Christ 
Jesus, the prophets, the apostles, and all the true mi- 
nisters of his word; yea, every jot and tittle in the 
holy Scripture; have been, are, and shall be for ever 


more, the savour of life unto eternal life. unto all those 


whose hearts God hath purified by true faith f.“ Nor 
does this view of things open, as is falsely affirmed, 
a door to disobedience and remissness. It no more 
follows, because a true Christian cannot fall finally 


from grace, that he may therefore come down from 


his watch-rower and commit sin with Þ safety; than 
it will follow, that our Lord might have thrown him- 
self from the battlements of the temple, because it 
was written that God would give his angels charge 
concerning him to bear him in their hands. And 
how can it be thought, that this important truth leads 
to licentiousness, when we lay down this as a funda- 
mental maxim, that none have any shadow of pre- 
tence to consider themselves interested in the blessing 
of preseverance, but those only, who manifest that 
interest, by being inwardly conformed to God, and 
outwardly observant of his commandments? 
XIII. The doctrine of God's unlimited, particular 


* Then will I [4oaeſnow] solemnly aver unto them, I never [Se] 
at any time knew you: Matt. vii. 23. That oponoſew 1s sometimes render- 
ed by adſir mo. testor, voveo, stands in no need of propf. What a shocking 
tenet, then, must that be, which affirms the defectibility, of real grace, in 
direct contrariety to that public and solemn asseveration, which Christ him- 
self will make, at the last tremendous audit, in the hearing of angels and men. 

+ Hom. on certain places of Scripture. | 

+ © He would be mad indeed,” says an ingenious and celebrated wri- 
ter,“ who should wilfully fall down, and break a leg, or an arm, because 
he knew there was a skilful surgeon at hand to set it.“ See the Fourth 
of Five Leiters to the Rev. Mr. F. Printed for Dilly, 1771. 
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providence, in the support, government, and direc- 
tiou, of all things without exception, makes an eminent 
branch of the Christian system, as taught by Christ. 
We find him thanking his Father, as the Lord of hea- 
ven and earth(a). We hear him declare, that man 
liveth not by bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God (6b). Nay, that the 
very hairs of our head are all numbered (c) by him who 
made them. That it is God, who maketh his sun to 
rise, and rain to descend (d): That he feedeth the 
fowls of the air, and clothes the herbage of the fields(e); 
and, that a single sparrow falleth not to the ground 
without our Father s(f) will and direction. Much 
less can events of a superior kind, and of still more 
important consequence, come to pass at random or 
by accident; witness those words of Christ to Pilate: 
Thou couldest have no power at all against me, ex- 
cept it was given thee from above (g). No less pe- 
remptory and explicit is the Church, in her denial of 
chance, and in her recognition of absolute Providence. 
God, says she, worketh all things, in his secret judg- 
ment, to his own pleasure (%). Epicures they be, 
who imagine that he walketh about the coasts of the 
heavens, and hath no respect of these inſerior things, 
but that all these things should proceed either by 
chance, or at adventure, or else by disposition of for- 
tune; and God to have no stroke in them: what 
other thing is this, than to say, as the fool supposeth 
in his heart, there is no God (i)?“ Pursuant to these 
reflections, she addresses the Supreme Being under 
the character of him whose never-failing providence 
ordereth all things both in heaven and earth (0.0 

XIV. The immortality of the human soul, its sepa- 
rate existence, consciousness, and activity, in a state 
of detachment from the body; together with its im- 
mediate punishment or beatification, as soon as dis- 
lodged by death; were all strongly inculcated_ by the 


(a) Matt. xi, 25, (5) Ib. iv. 4. (c) Ib. x. 30. (d) Ib. v. 45, 
(e) Ib. vi. 26-30. (F) Ib. x. 29. nf John xix. 11. (4) Hom. for 


Kogat. Part I. (i) Hom. for Rogat, Part 2. () Colt. for ur Sh 
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great author of our faith. Fear not them that kill the 
body, but who are not able to kill the soul“. He 
preached the same doctrine in his expiring moments, 
when a cross was his pulpit, and when the conversion 
of a dying malefactor was the last seal of his ministry: 
To-day shalt thou, that is, shall thy soul, be with me 
in paradise f. How clear and forcible is that other 
declaration of his, God is not the God of the dead, 
that is, of the dead only; of the bodies of men, or of 
that part of man which dies; but of the living: of that 
also which survives; even their souls: for all live to 
him in the separate state; either glorified as temples 
of his grace, or punished as monuments of his displea- 
sure. To add but one more testimony: whether we 
consider the account of Lazarus and the rich many, as 


a parable, or a fact; the instantaneous conveyance of 


the former on angels' wings to Abraham's bosom, and 
the no less instantaneous punishment of the latter 
together with the conversation which passed, or wassup- 
posed to pass, between the glorified soul of Abraham, 
and the tormented soul of the agomzing sinner—plain- 


ly prove, that the spirit of man is neither extinguished - 


by death, nor reduced to a dormant, insensible state; 


but either soars directly into the heights of joy, or di- 


rectly plunges into the abyss of woe. To this, the 
Church subscribes; or she would not pray, © In the 
hour of death—good Lord, deliver us:“ nor give it as 
her steadfast belief, that the dead, who die in the 
Lord, are blessed from henceforth||,” ar, that 18, am 


r wv», N NUNC, from the very instant they expire. In her 
admirably commendatory prayer, she humbly commits 


the soul“ of the dying person into the hands of its 
Creator and Saviour: and in the funeral office affirms, 
that © the souls of the faithful, after they are delivered 
from the burden of the flesh, are with God in joy and 
jelicity.” I am the more particular in citing these 
testimonies of the Church on this subject, as the 
equally antiscriptural and unphilosophical doctrine 


Matt. x. 28, + Luke xxiti. 43, 4. Ih. xx. 38. + Ib. xvi. 
|| Funeral Service, from Rev. xiv. 13. \ | | 
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of soul-sleeping has, of late, made great progress 
among some who yet pass for Churchmen. 

XV. Lastly, The resurrection of the same identical 
body that dies, and the final glorification“ of the elect 


Hence it follows, that heaven must be a place, as well as a state. 
Which 1, farther, argue thus: | - | 
1. It is expressly so termed in Holy Scripture. I go, says Christ, to 
repare a place for you; Togevopuas £ Topace; TOON vw. And when 
120 and shall prepare a place for you, I will come again, and take you to 


myself, % ovbv- 13444 tyw, that where (here is the bi) 1 am, ye may be 


also, John xiv. 2, 3. . This is several times repeated: chap. xii. 26. as 
"OIIOY % 2%, EKEI xa 0 Naxor®- o %% rai, and where I am, there 
also shall the servant, who is mine, be; and chap. xvil. 24, Father, I will 
that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me, OIIOT % ey, 
where | am; and where is that? In the highest heaven; for it follows, 
that they may behold my glory: even that glory which he had with the 
Father, before the world was, ver. 5. And, in Rev. xxii. 5, it is $aid con- 
cerning heaven, ot 8x eras EK El, there shall be no night there. Now, 
Setting apart all needless metaphysical distinetions, a place is that, de quo 
recte predicantur ubi & bi. Whatever has a real existence, must exist 
somewhere; according to the old axiom, ** quod nullibi est, nikil est: 
and that somewhere, be it earth, hell, or heaven, is, to speak intelligi- 
bly, the place of the thing or person there existing. It may be said, that 
the word place seems not to agree with the nature of spirits.“ It ma 

not akog#ther, according to our notion of place; but as I find the Son of 
God applying the word place to heaven itself, and describing one by the 
other, 1 cannot prevail with myself to give up the term place; at least, 
until I find another more suitable. Shall we exchange it for state? But 
this 18 obscurum per obscurius. Suppose a being to be in a certain state 
or condition, without at the same time taking in the idea of place, or some- 
thing, analogous toit, and we are more in the dark than before. Alicubitus 
determinats is a circumstance essential to every finite thing that exists: 


qua ens, it must be alicubi. Sever these two if you can. Eus nullibi is 


the grossest of absurdities. The word state, refers to a person's greatness 
or meanness, happiness or misery, knowledge or ignorance, &c. and can 
a person, or intelligent subsistence, be either great or mean, happy or 
miserable, that is, can he be in any state at all without being at the same 


time in aliqio ibi? or can the vr rug be predicated of one, concerning 


whom the To ws cannot ?—Nor is heaven alone termed a place; the 
region of condemned spirits is like wise so called. Lest they come alse 
into this place of torment, said the departed sensualist, Luke xvi. 28. 
And Judas is said te have fallen by transgression, that he might go to his 
own place. Acts i. 25. ; | 

II. If heaven be not a place, I would be glad to know where the glori- 
fied body of Christ is, with which he ascended. Whither did it ascend to? 
Where are the bodies of Enoch and Elijah? If in heaven, heaven must be 
the To ibi, or place, where they are. In short, if we deny the locality of 
heaven, we must, together with that, deny that Christ resumed his own 
marerial hody at his resurrection, and that he ascended in it to the right- 
hand of God: that is, we must commence infidels at once. I would fur- 
ther ask, Where will the bodies of the saints be, after the universal judge- 
ment? Will they not enter into heaven? and can bodies be in heaven, and 
heaven not he the place of those bodies? Nay, I ask, whether even the 
soul of a believer can, after death, be with Christ, which the Scripture 
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in soul and body together, close the rear of that creed 
which Jesus taught. This is the will of him who sent 
me, that, of all which he has given me, I should lose 
none, but should raise it up again at the last day“. The 
hour is coming, when all, that are in the graves, shall 
hear his voice, and come forth: they, that have done 
good, to the resurrection of life; and they, that have 
done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation}. That 
the Church, in these points likewise, is the faithful 
echo of her Master's voice, I need not stay to prove. 

Such are the inestimable truths, which the disciples 
of Arius, Arminius, and Socinus, are labouring to 
wrest from our hands. How must infidels, on one 
side, and Papists, on the other, exult to see any part, 
though, blessed be God, it is a very small part indeed 
of the established clergy, laying the train, and hold- 
ing the match, to blow up that very Church, of which 
God and man have conspired to make them the nomi- 
nal guardians! Adverting to such false brethren, may 
she not too justly complain, He that eateth my bread 
layeth great wait for me, and hath lifted up his heel 
against me? Yea, the hand of him that betrayeth me is 
with me on the table? Considering the quarter, from 
whence the late application to parliament arose, it may 
be considered as one of the most abandoned efforts 
that ever were made: so consummately flagitious, that 
the very party themselves thought proper to masque 
the battery, and play it off as much as they could in 
the dark. IT hey published their petition, but took care 
not to publish their names; though their names would 
assures us it is without ubiety? How, moreover, could Paul, previous to 
his death, be caught up «ws Tpirs epars, ts the third heaven, or «5 Toy 
Tapaducon, into paradise (which two expressions are terms synonymous, 
as appears by the apostle's reciprocating them, 2 Cor. xii, 2, 4,) and that 
too, perhaps, ey cli, in his body as well as soul; if the third heaven 
be not a place, or some determinate bi? What! a man caught up 
now whither? could he go EIZ wagadwuoy, into paradise, and thai paradise 
not be local? Place, according to Sir Isaac Newton's definition, is pars 
Spatii quam corpus occupat : either, therefore, the bodies of the saints 
never, will be in heaven, which would infer a flat denial of the resurrec- 
tion; and the body of Christ is not in heaven, which but to imagine, were 


infidelity indeed ; or heaven may be, is, and must be, truly and properly 
local. 4 * John vi. 39, „ n 
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not have taken up more room than their petition.— 
Thus, every one that doth evil, hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved : 
but he that doth truth, cometh to the light, instead of 
Shrinking from it, that his deeds may be made manifest 
that they are wrought! in God. Not so wrought was 
the deed, by which those gentlemen violated their pro- 
mises to God, trampled on the supremacy of the king, 

treated the episcopal bench as cyphers, and laboured 
to destroy the faith they had ie re engaged to 
preach > 
To say, that the Church would! be sufficiently se- 
cured by subscribing only to the Scriptures at large; 
is a mere pretence, far too thin to conceal the cloven 
foot which lurks beneath. Arians and Socinians pro- 
fess to believe the Bible. Papists, Arminians, and 
Pelagians, profess the same. So does every sect, 
which affects to shelter itself under the name of Chris- 
tianity. Besides, upon the petitioners' own principles, 
subscription to the Bible itself would bear quite as 
hard on some men, as subscription to the liturgy and 
articles is supposed to do on others. One man may 
be every whit as sincere in infidelity, as another can 
be in heterodoxy. And if, in after times, a candi- 
date for holy orders should happen to be an infidel, it. 
would, according to the mode of reasoning adopted 
by the feathery divines, be full as grievous an en- 
croachment on the right of private judgment, to in- 
sist on such a man's subseribiug to the Scriptures; ; as 
it can possibly be, to insist on other people's subserib- 
ing to the Thirty nine Articles, If the exaction of 
the latter is now cried out against, as an imposition; 
s0, in a short time, would the former. And with full 
as much reason: for, can it be proved, that God has 
given heretics a charter of ease, to the exclusion of 
poor infidels? The Socinian goes but one step far- 
ther than the Arian; and the Deist goes but one step 
beyond the Socinian. Is the difference of a single 
step 80 very important, that every ecclesiastical door 
must be thrown wide open, to admit the bible- sub- 
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scribing Socinian; while the non-subscribing infidel 
has every door flung i in his face, though he stand but 
a few inches from his admitted neighbour, yea, $0 
near him, that their elbows might touch? Would not 
a Deist, a Mahometan, a Jew, a Pagan, or a Papist, 
have as much cause, in that case, to exclaim, as an 
Arian or-Socinian pretends to have now? I conclude, 
therefore, that subscription to the Bible, and sub- 
scription to the Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, stand 
on one and the same bottom : and the argument, for 
abolishing subscription to these, would hold, with 
equal force, for the abolition of subscription to that. 
It is manifest, therefore, to what point the supersed- 
ing project ultimately tends. 

The plain truth seems to be, that the petitioners 
wish to divest the Church of a power, which even a 
free- mason's club justly possess, I mean the power 
of expecting conformity to herself, from all whom 
she admits into her bosom ; only that they them- 
selves may sit down to the loaves and fishes, without 
the trouble of previously saying grace. They want 
to be supported at the public expence, for doing 
nothing, and for believing nothing, But, in such a 
case, would not the wisdom of the legislature soon 
begin to ask this reasonable question, Why all this 
waste of tythes and church-lands on a useless body 
of men? And would not a speedy resumption of 
both be the natural consequence? It certainly would, 
if the legislature were in their senses. Let the peti- 
tioners, therefore, lay at least this to heart, in due 
season. If they care not for the doctrines, which 
they have solemnly subscribed; let them, however, 
take heed to what they confessedly love, even the bag, 
and that which is therein*, Though they have no re- 
gard to the ark of God, yet let them prudently take 
some thought for the security of their Diana. 

Clergymen of this cast, are very apt to complain 
of the contempt which is thrown upon them. But 


is it at all surprising „that any, who are ritual con- 
ne xii. C. 


Clerical Subscription no Griveuncc. 31 


formists and avowed doctrinal dissenters, should be 
disliked for their want of i integrity, and despised for 
their insignificaney? How pertinent and solemn, are 
those words of God, by the prophet! The priest's 
lips should keep knowledge, and men should seek 
the law at his mouth; for he is the messenger of the 
Lord of hosts. But ye are departed out of the way; 
ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have 
corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the Lord of 
hosts: therefore have I also made you contemptible 
and base before all the people, according as ye have 
3 kept my wen but have been partial in the law. 

al. ii. 

In a letter of Mr. Pope's (if I mistake not) men- 
tion is made of an eastern fable, to this effect: The 
owls and bats once joined, in a petition to Jupiter, 
against the sun; humbly shewing, that his beams 
were so insufferably troublesome, that the petitioners 
could nor fly abroad with comfort, but were kept 
prisoners, in their respective recesses, for at least 
twelve hours out of the twenty-four. Jupiter, see- 
ing Pheebus shortly after, informed him of the ap- 
plication he had received; adding, I shall, however, 
take no notice of the petition ; and be it your busi- 
ness to revenge yourself by shining. 

May the sentiment be verified in the clergy of the 
establishment, at this critical and perilous juncture ! 
Let us be careful to stand in the good old ways, and 
steadfastly abide by the doctrines of the reforma- 
tion, which are found to quadrate 80 exactly with 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God. Be it our 
care, at once to avenge and heal the wounds of-our 
sacred mother, the Church, by shining in her de- 
fence : by holding forth and holding up the word 
of life, purely, without mixture; meekly, without 
malevolence, yet intrepidly, without fear or shame; ; 
honestly, without self-seeking; fully, without re- 
serve, without partiality, and without hypocrisy ; 
practically by giving all diligence to order every 

* Plato, the Philosopher, had a nephew (named Speusippus) whose 
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part of our own moral demeanor, as becometh the 
gospel of Christ: giving no just cause of offence, 
in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed, but 
in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of 
God, by pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, 
by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 
by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the 
armour of righteousness on the right-hand and on 
the left“. That, when the destined season arrives, 
at which we must give account of our stewardship 
to the great shepherd and bishop of souls, we may 
be found of him in peace; watching, praying, la- 
bouring; and ascend, from our Master's work, to 
our Master's joy, as Cincinnatus was found busy at 
his plough, when called to the dictatorship of 
morals were $0 intolerably dissolute, that his parents discarded him and 
turned him out of doors. Plato then took him into his own house, to live 
with him. While there, the amiable philosopher did not endeavour to 
reclaim him by dry lectures and disgustful expostulations; but strove to 
make him in love with virtue, by the brightness of his own example. The 
expedient succeeded. Speusippus, at once ashamed and charmed by the 
practical eloquence of his uncle's blameless life, grew reformed on prin- 
ciple, and afterwards became himself a very eminent philosopher.—Are 
we desirous of Bang souls to Christ, and of demonstrating ourselves to 
be children of God? Our exhortations and our profession must have the 
sanction of our own example; which, more than all the studied oratory 
in the world; more than all the cold harangues on the“ moral fitness of 
things,” and the“ beauty and expediency of virtue,” will bring glory to 
God, honour to the gospel, comfort to our own minds, and solidly edify 
those to whom we minister and with whom we converse. Thus reasons 
the apostle Paul: Thou that tezchest another, teachest thou not thyself? 
Thou that preachest, a man should not steal; dost thou steal? Thou that 
sayest, a man should not commit adultery , dost thou commit adultery? 


Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law, dis- 
honourest thou God? Rom. ii. 21—23, e 


* 2 Cor. vi. 3—7. | 


THE END. 


